386

THE HISTOBY OF ROME

[HO **.]

aware by whose support and agency he had acted, yet desired further testi-
mony from himself; that, if he disclosed the truth, there was great hope for
him in the honour and clemency of the Romans; but if he concealed it, he
would certainly not save his accomplices, but ruin himself and his hopes
forever."

But when Memmius had concluded his speech, and Jugurtha was expected
to give his answer, Cuius Bsebius, the tribune of the people, whom I have just
noticed as having been bribed, enjoined the prince to hold his peace; and
though the multitude who formed the assembly were desperately enraged,
and endeavoured to terrify the tribune by outcries, by angry looks, by violent
gestures, and by every other act to which anger
prompts, his audacity was at last triumphant. The
people, mocked and set at naught, withdrew from
the place of assembly; and the confidence of Jugur-
tha, Bestia, and the others whom this investigation
had alarmed, was greatly augmented.

There was at this period in Rome a certain Nu-
midian named Massiva, a son of Gulussa and grand-
son of Masinissa, who, from having been, in the
dissensions among princes, opposed to Jugurtha,
had been obliged, after the surrender of Cirta and
the murder of Adherbal, to make his escape out of
Africa* Spurius Albiiius, who was consul with
Quintus Minueius Rufus the year after Bestia, pre-
vailed upon this man, as he was of the family of
Masinissa, and as odium and terror hung over Ju-
epirtha for his crimes, to petition the senate for the
Kingdom of Numidia. Albinus, being eager for the
conduct of a war, was desirous that affairs should
be disturbed, rather than sink into tranquillity;
especially as, in the division of the provinces, Nu-
midia had fallen to himself, and Macedonia to
Minueius.

When Massiva proceeded to carry these sugges-
tions into execution, Jugurtha, finding that he had
no sufficient support in his friends, as a sense of
guilt deterred some and evil report or timidity
others from coming forward in his behalf, directed
Bomilcar, his most attached and faithful adherent,
to procure by the aid of money, by which he had
already effected so much, assassins to kill Massiva;
and to do it secretly if he could, but if secrecy should be impossible, to cut
him off in any way whatsoever. This commission Bomilcar soon found means
to execute; and, by the agency of men versed in such service, ascertained the
direction of his journeys, his hours of leaving Lome, and the times at which
he resorted to particular places, and, when all was ready, placed Ms assassins
in ambush. One of their number sprang upon Massiva, though with too little
caution, and killed him; but being himself caught, he made at the instigation
of many, and especially of Albinus the consul, a full confession. Bomilcar
was accordingly committed for trial, though rather on the principles of reason
and justice than in accordance with the law of nations, as he was in the reti-
nue of one who had come to Rome on a pledge of the public faith for his safety.
But JTugurtha, though clearly guilty of the crime, did not cease to struggle
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